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I paid a visit to the new Records Office at Sowton recently. Be warned - on your first visit you will be asked to provide proof of identity in the form of driving licence, utility bill, or similar. Once you get past this initial procedure, your name and details will be held ‘on their files’ and your visits will be simpler thereafter. However, if you really want to see administrative security on airport-scale, try visiting the Public Records Office at Kew, in London. Once you’ve entered the building, (having passed the lakes with heron and Canada geese with fluffy goslings), you need to enter your personal details onto a computer screen, join a queue to be given a plastic swipe card to enable you to go upstairs (carrying no metal objects, folders, bags, pens, etc.) before joining another queue for the information/help desk.  More computer input by you as to what you want and where to find it (and how to do it!) before swiping through another door to enter what can best be described as a ‘ginormous’ Postal sorting office – with a hundred or so numbered glass-doored and backless-boxes into which the items you have asked the computer to provide will be manually placed, once they have arrived on a constantly moving conveyer belt system from the bowels of the building. Absolutely fascinating and well worth a visit, just for the experience – but allow plenty of time.  

Insults are for those who know they are in the wrong.
BUS TIMETABLES – A NEVER-ENDING CHALLENGE.

I was asked recently why buses coming into the Old Village were arriving at the rate of one an hour and not every fifteen minutes, as the writing on the back of them proclaims. Not having had my finger on this particular pulse, I made a couple of ‘phone calls to find out.  This is the official answer, straight from the horse’s mouth. Each bus has a route schedule, showing the times that it  is due at a given point along the route. These have recently been revised and for some reason, the Willand Post Office timing point was left off the schedule. Like all good rally drivers, the busmen/women believed that if a location was not mentioned, they didn’t have to go there, so were blasting straight through Silver Street/B3181. On June 8th, one of the ‘horses’ at Stagecoach, Tom Spencer, told me he was re-issuing the schedules immediately, which will reinstate Willand Post Office and therefore EVERY bus that comes to Willand will stop at the Post Office. So, another number for you to put on your pad of contacts – Tom Spencer on 01392 889737, as well as Mark Whittle on 01392 889747, the latter I gave you in the January 2005 Magazine. Now you know as much as I do………            Ed.  

ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END

The ‘good’ is that over 100 tonnes of garden waste has been saved from going to landfill and recycled as compost for use by the growers of Willand. Yes, this amount has been deposited at the Willand Community Composting Scheme site since Feb 2003. Well done.  This is a ‘good’ thing!
So why should this ‘good’ thing end – surely it is to our advantage to continue - isn’t it?  To have somewhere local to deposit and compost Soft Prunings, Woody Cuttings and Grass Cuttings. Then all this is shredded, sieved, bagged and is available for a donation of £1/25kg bag. Trailer loads of shreddings and/or unsieved compost are available to anyone by prior arrangement; visit the site Sundays 10.00 – 12 Midday.  All we ask is that if possible you return the bags, leaving them beside the shed when the site is closed.  Well, there are two reasons that this ‘good’ will END - I will explain.
The first reason - There are alas some people who deposit waste which we cannot take – for example Turf – Stones – Trees over 1” (one inch) diameter. This in spite of the SIGNS stating this is not allowed.  The problem comes during shredding when it is not always possible to see and stop this sort of waste being loaded onto a shredder. As a result this has caused the shredder to be damaged. The repairs are expensive.  Secondly, to stop the accumulation of this ‘bad’ waste, it has to be removed.  A volunteer with his equipment does this job which enables the site to be kept tidy. This extra work is ‘bad’ (not good)! What is allowed: - Soft Prunings - Woody Prunings (up to 1” diameter), and Grass Cuttings – please deposit grass cuttings quickly and not let these go ‘solid’. When solid, it is unable to compost.
The second reason – This is a direct result of you, the growers of Willand! Your continuing use of the scheme has greatly increased the volume of material deposited. Our existing band of volunteers is now having difficulty accommodating the volume of material and to maintain space in the bins.  The commitment and enthusiasm is there - it’s the number of us. 

Well these are the two ‘bad’ reasons that could END the scheme. What can be done? There are two suggestions we would like to offer you:- 

First Reason - Stop depositing waste that is not allowed.

Second Reason – Availability: To those of you who support and/or use the scheme, we offer an invitation to contact and offer your name and telephone number. We wish to compile a ‘contact list’. We would then be able to contact and inform you about a job and then ask if you can do it – yes or no. That’s it!  The job could be either manual (we have volunteers over 65 who do this), or attend meetings (every 6-8 weeks) at the village hall. Any thoughts/suggestions put by you at these meetings would be welcomed.  BECOME A ‘CONTACT LIST’ COMPOSTER & KEEP THE SCHEME GOING.  We don’t want ‘All Good Things Must Come to End’ to happen, and the next article to inform you of the ‘Composting Scheme – RIP’.  To contact us, either visit the site any Sunday between 10 – 12midday, or contact Tony Mander (01884) 821174. Email mail@tonymander.wanadoo.co.uk  Come and make new friends, enjoy the camaraderie and fresh air!                                                                 Tony Mander

We never know the worth of water ‘til the well is dry.
WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH 
Why do we find it so hard to slow down?  Most of us aren’t human beings any more, we’re human doings.  We rush around madly from one thing to the next.  Achievement is all that counts.  We show each other full diaries, shake our heads and say we wish we had more spare time, but secretly we enjoy the thought that the world can’t get along without us.  That if we didn’t do things, the earth would grind to a halt.  That we are indispensable. But this constant activity leaves us little time to look at who we are or where we’re going.  No time to think.  A wise writer in the Bible said that ‘there‘s a time for everything under the sun’ - and I reckon that includes a time to release ourselves, let go and recharge our batteries.

“Be still and know that I am God,” the Psalmist advises.  It means ‘relax and know’……..  The problem with our frenetic activity is it crowds God out.  We think our business is on his behalf, but really it pushes him to the edge of our lives.  Take time out today, relax and give God a chance to make himself felt.

                   From Eddie Askew’s book ‘Talking with Hedgehogs’. Syd Howell
A word and a stone, once launched, cannot be recalled.

ACTIVATING THE GREY MATTER
Oxymorons are sayings composed of two words which have opposite meanings, for example ‘definite maybe’. Can you pair the following words into oxymorons?

Open  -  Found  -  Difference  -  Naturally  -  Ugly  -  Sorrow  -  Same  -  Act     Missing   -  Pretty   -   Secret    -   Sweet
Answers are at the foot of the Willand Diary page.
BEDS ‘N’ SHEDS

The garden is your home’s first line of defence against crime.  Here are some ideas from the Bedfordshire Police to protect your property:

TO SCRATCH A THIEF…  Prickly or ‘hostile’ plants will slow down or deter unlawful entry to your premises – and there’s no need for unsightly signage, as with other types of man-made perimeter defences, because you can’t sue Mother Nature for causing injury.

The Home Office recommends keeping hedges no higher than one metre and tree canopies no lower than 2 metres to enable natural surveillance from your neighbours and the street. If you can’t see out of your property, no one can see an intruder on your premises.  When planting up the boundaries of your property, consider using any of the plants listed below. You can even put them under vulnerable windows to prevent anyone getting near enough to look inside.

· Pyrocantha (Firethorn) – all varieties

· Berberis – Ottawensis Superba, Stenophylla, Darwinii

· Hippophae Rhamnoides (Sea Buckthorn)

· Prunus Spinosa (Blackthorn)

· Mahonia – all varieties

· Ilex (Holly) – aquifolium varities

· Rose – climbing and rambling

· Ulex Europeaus (Gorse)

· Crataegus Monogyna (Hawthorn)

· Rubus friticosus (Blackberry)

· Chaenomeles Japonica (Ornamental Quince)

Don’t forget hostile planting is intended to complement but not replace other crime reduction measures such as locks, alarms and lighting.

GET SHEDUCATED…  Unfortunately, if offenders have easy access to your shed, they also have access to the tools they need to break into your house. When you’ve finished in the garden, make time to:

· Lock away your digging implements – this includes small items like trowels and dibbers. Think about putting a lockable cabinet in your shed.

· Secure your power tools – consider sinking a steel d-ring into the floor and chaining your mower to it.

· Items that stay outside can also be chained together (such as garden furniture) or to a metal drainpipe. Wheelie bins are often used to gain access to roofs and windows, wheel barrows can be used to transport stolen goods.

When you add up the value of the contents of the average shed, it can work out to several hundred pounds, so you need to make sure your shed is also secure:

· Is your padlock adequate? It should be made of hardened steel and comply with British Standards.

· It’s no use having a good padlock when the hasp is of poor quality – make sure you fit one that covers the screw heads when in the closed position.

· Outbuildings may have doors thick enough to fit a 5 lever mortice lock.

· Exposed door hinges would benefit from using coach bolts or clutch head screws so that thieves cannot remove them.

· Fit window locks – burglars won’t risk climbing through a broken window if they can easily reach through and open it instead.

· There are plenty of alarms suitable for outbuildings, ranging from fully wired systems connected to your house alarm to stand-alone battery operated units.

MORE ANTI THEFT IDEAS…

· Dusk-till-dawn lighting not only makes your garden attractive at night but removes the dark corners where a burglar can hide.

· If you have a piece of stoneware you don’t want to go missing, you could drape a chain around it and fix it to a wall or the ground – to hide the chain, grow a climbing plant through it.

· Battery-operated drive alarms are also available on the market – these will ring the doorbell chime in the house when someone walks past it.

· Don’t forget property marking can be applied to furniture and tools – for outdoor items, microdot technology and etching work best.

Crime  Reduction  Office,  Bedfordshire  Police,   copied  from ‘Outlook’, the      

                                       Parish Magazine for Broom & Southill, Bedfordshire.

ONLY A WORD

Only a word of anger but it wounded a sensitive heart.

Only a word of sharp reproof but it made the tear-drops start.

Only a hasty thoughtless word, sarcastic and unkind

But it darkened the day before so bright and it left a sting behind.

Only a word of kindness but it lightened one heart of its grief.

Only a word of sympathy but it brought the soul relief.

Only a word of gentle cheer but it flooded with radiant light

The pathway that seemed so dark before and made the day more bright.

                                                          Kathleen Herman, 1919, in a family album

CAMEO LADIES GROUP 

CAMEO is an acronym of Come And Meet Each Other - it was formed to take the place of the WI.  We meet on the first Thursday of every month in the Village Hall. The business starts at 7.15 but members arrive about 7.00. We are able to accept two or three new members at present so anyone who would like to join should come along as a guest and see if they like it. At our May meeting, we discussed the outing to Bicton and organised transport for the afternoon.  We then talked about the Village Summer Fayre and decided to run two treasure hunts; one for children and one for adults.
The speaker was Mr John Walch from South West Water. He gave us an overview of the progress made by the company since privatisation, and assured us that the profits made by the parent company did not come from our water bills. He answered a number of questions and told us that the best way to get rid of the smell of chlorine in the water was to run the tap for a minute or two or leave a jug of water in the fridge overnight.

After the talk, tea was served and then the social time took the form of a desert island scenario. Members each said which book, music and luxury item they would take if they could. A good deal of laughter greeted the choices.

The June meeting began on a sad note with the announcement of the sudden death of Kit Davis, a member from the WI days. A minutes silence was held. The Bicton visit had been blessed with the best weather of recent weeks and 
a good time was had by all. Some ladies had walked round and others had taken advantage of the train to save their legs. The treasurer reported that the costs had been covered by the payments. Instead of a speaker this month we had an energetic evening with Monica Spalding.  ‘Fitness is Fun’ was the title of the event and it was!   We all felt better for the exercise and we had a good laugh at each others attempts to follow our leader. During tea, a presentation of some garden vouchers was made to our chairman, Viv Slaughter, who is leaving Willand to live in Norfolk.  The meeting closed at 9.15. The August meeting is to take the form of an American Supper and ladies were asked to indicate what they would be bringing. After the meal there will be a quiz.                  Phyllis Vernon

Sit, walk or run – but don’t wobble.

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Just to remind you that Willand Pre-School will be celebrating its’ 40th Anniversary on Friday July 8th.  The Pre-School will be closed that day as the staff make preparations for the celebrations in the evening, when we intend to hold a Family Night, commencing at 6.00pm.  For the children, there will be a fancy dress competition with a storybook theme, bouncy castle, and Uncle Ray – the entertainer.  Later in the evening, the adults can enjoy a bar, food provided by Margaret, and live music.  As we remember 1965 – don’t forget there will be a 60’s theme, optional, of course!!  Admission will be free.  See you there.

                                                                                                        Sandy Hancock

Honesty pays but it doesn’t seem to pay enough to suit some people.
St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH
The problems of the world at large seem so overwhelming as to make any personal effort by me so puny as to make barely any difference. Yet all the water we drink came down in individual raindrops. If enough people are united in a project, their achievements can be significant – and often it takes some bold individual to make the first move. Others then come out of the woodwork and lend their weight.
The Jubilee Campaign which sought to celebrate the new millennium with debt relief succeeded in capturing the thoughts and imaginations of world leaders. There’s a long way to go but a start has been made. Success is rarely instant, but small beginnings can lead to great endings. The ‘Make Poverty History’ campaign is gaining momentum and every individual who gives their support adds another drop to the shower. 
One of the 3 spiritual graces Christianity produces is hope (As opposed to cynicism, apathy and despair). It generates the Churchillian attitude ‘Never give up’. The G8 summit is an opportunity to try to press forward in raising the standard of living of the millions of people who live on or below the poverty line. 

Realism (i.e. a belief in sin as part of our make up) tells us that corrupt governments and human nature will make this an uphill task with no final 100% success. People will always be greedy, ignorant, superstitious and violent, but it is also possible to increase justice. Compassion and generosity can be stirred up as well as indifference – but hope rather than cynicism will sustain those good qualities. The prayers of one small community or individual are all part of the way the Lord chooses to work his loving will that all should enjoy life in all its fullness.
                                                                                 KeithHorsfall 
FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL

The Steam Weekend has now passed and the Friends' stalls on the Monday raised welcome funds for the Mill and our thanks to those of you who helped in any way and of course those who came in support.


The coach trip on the 11th July will soon be upon us - leaving the Mill Car Park at 9.30 sharp, going to Totnes, then boarding a boat for a river journey to Dartmouth where you will spend the afternoon.   The coach leaves Dartmouth at 5.30pm for the return journey to the Mill arriving there at around 7pm. Tickets are £12.50 each and forms can be obtained from the Mill Shop - cash at time of booking would be appreciated.
Also in July, on Friday 21st from 7.30pm the Friends are organising a Bar-B-Que and Skittles Match to be held in the car park. Tickets £5.  On Sunday 14th August there will be another sponsored walk starting from the Mill and taking a route around Gaddon Hill.  Forms available in the Mill shop;   bring a packed lunch and start collecting your sponsors now!!  Please note that for the next few months – on a trial run - the Friends will be holding their evening events alternately on Thursdays and Fridays thus enabling those who cannot come on a Friday to be able to attend on at least the Thursday evenings. 

Keep the Country Fair at Bridwell Park date in mind, i.e. Sunday September 4th. If you wish to have a stall please contact the Mill (01884 840960) for details. The Friends will of course be running their own stalls and help for same is always welcome, in which case phone Kathleen on 01884 840359. She will of course also help with any queries re other events if you have them. 

PLUS July 4th-29th "Woven Webs" a textile exhibition with emphasis on giant woven webs that explore the landscape and our place within it; August 1st to September 2nd "Rags to Riches" which shows the intricacy of design which can be achieved by rag rugging;   September 5th - 30th "The Exmouth Photo Group" -a stunning collection of photography covering the Devon countryside, the British Isles and further afield. Any queries re these items please ring Ashley Smart at the Mill on 840960.                                                                     
FINALLY with regard to the Mill itself, don't forget the "Factory at War" Exhibition which has lots of interesting items for all ages and runs until the end of October.                                                                                        Margot Shergold
A laugh is a smile broken out of jail.
St. MARY’S GUILD

The ladies of St. Mary’s Guild will hold their annual Coffee Morning on Thursday, July 21st in the Church Hall, at 10.15am.  This year, the money raised will go towards Charlton Farm, Clevedon, which is to be opened as the second Children’s Hospice in the South West. We will be pleased to see you there.  

                                                                                                                  Molly Lee
If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.

WASTE COLLECTION - WHY CHANGE? 
During 2005 Mid Devon District Council will introduce changes to the waste collection and recycling service.  These changes could double the amount of household waste we recycle and compost.

Each year, we collect more than 30,000 tonnes of household waste.  Last year we recycled or composted 5,000 tonnes  but  the  rest we had to bury in the ground at Broadpath landfill site. Four reasons why we cannot carry on doing this: 

1. The waste causes pollution as it rots down in the landfill site.  Methane gas is a contributor to global warming and the liquids that run off the site can pollute the surrounding area.

2. We are running out of places to bury our rubbish: Devon’s landfill sites could fill up in the next ten years.

3. Burying waste in the ground is a waste of useful resources.  It is much better to recycle or compost our waste into new products.  

4. The government has set us tough targets to catch up with other countries in Europe: we have to recycle or compost one third of the household waste we collect, and make big reductions in the amount we bury in landfill.  Failure to meet the targets will, as well as damaging the environment, result in fines or other sanctions against the Council.   Mid Devon DC’s Corporate Plan sets us a target to be recycling or composting 33% of household waste by March 2006. 

THE PROBLEM WITH ORGANIC WASTE

We bury 25,000 tonnes of waste in landfill every year, and one third of this is organic matter (food, garden waste etc.). In landfill conditions, biodegradable waste releases methane gas and leachate as it rots down and it is difficult to capture all of these pollutants.  Composting is a way of turning this waste into a useful material and the process causes less pollution.

Many people already compost some of their waste at home.  We will continue to support this with the sale of home composting bins at discounted prices. We’ll also continue to support Mid Devon’s community composting groups. Large quantities of garden waste can be taken to the Recycling Centres at Ashley and Punchbowl. However, the new scheme will enable us to tackle the organic waste that currently ends up in landfill. The cost of introducing the new scheme is funded by the Department of Environment, Farming & Rural Affairs (DEFRA).
WHO IS AFFECTED?

This scheme will be introduced to about 25,000 households in Mid Devon that currently receive a kerbside recycling collection. Another 6,000 properties in rural areas will continue as they are for the time being (weekly refuse collection only). Businesses that purchase a trade waste collection from MDDC will continue as they are, receiving a weekly refuse service

Most properties receiving the new service will use: -

A brown wheeled bin for food and garden waste (also known as organic waste) and cardboard.
A kitchen caddy (small bin with a lid and handle) to transfer food waste from the kitchen to the wheeled bin.

A black box for recyclable material, collected by Mid Devon Community Recycling.
Black sacks for material that is not suitable for composting or recycling  - householders will continue to purchase these themselves, as they do now

A calendar which lists collection dates for the year

Householders will have their new wheeled bins, kitchen caddies and calendars 2 or 3 weeks before their first organic waste collection.  They should already have a recycling box, but new boxes can be requested and will be delivered free of charge.  Collections will be alternating weekly.  The brown wheeled bin and black recycling box will be emptied one week and refuse sacks will be picked up the following week.  Householders will be given a calendar showing their collection dates for the year.

ISSUES WITH WHEELED BINS

We recognise that some properties will not be able to accommodate a wheeled bin and alternative arrangements, using biodegradable sacks, will be made where necessary.  We have carried out a visual survey of all Mid Devon roads and this should ensure that wheeled bins are only delivered to properties that are able to accommodate them.  Assistance or alternative arrangements will be made available to elderly or disabled people where appropriate.  IF HOUSEHOLDERS EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES WITH USING A WHEELED BIN, WASTE MANAGEMENT STAFF WILL VISIT THEIR PROPERTY ON REQUEST TO INVESTIGATE.

ALTERNATE WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

Many other councils, including North Devon, Torridge, Exeter, Teignbridge, Torbay, Plymouth and South Hams are switching to alternate weekly collections.  This is a cost-effective way to increase the range of material than can be recycled or composted.  The same fleet of lorries will collect organic waste one week and refuse the next week.  This avoids the need for us to double the size of our lorry fleet and staff.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The food, cardboard and garden waste from the brown wheeled bins will be taken directly to an enclosed composting site.  This will turn the waste into a useful material for soil conditioning or land restoration.  A planning application to build a composter next to Broadpath landfill, near Uffculme, has been approved, which will allow the scheme to begin operating in mid-September of this year.
Frequently asked Questions and Answers:

Q. Can I put food waste in plastic bags into the brown wheeled bin?
A. No. If food waste is placed in plastic bags it will smell because of the lack of
air. If you need to wrap any cooked food waste, please use paper or card only. Everything in this bin will be composted, therefore it needs to be loose and only things on the list will be accepted. Plastic will not compost, so if it is in your brown bin it will not be emptied. Similar collections in the UK have shown that there are no health issues with this type of collection. If the right items are placed in the right bins and boxes you will receive a regular collection.

Q. What about plastic bags labelled as ‘biodegradable’?

A. These should not be used because they cannot easily be distinguished from other plastic bags.  Furthermore, they may not break down as quickly as other compostable material.

Q. Will everything stick to the bin?

A. If you place cardboard or a few sheets of paper in the bottom of your bin first, it will reduce sticking. 

Q. What will happen to the garden waste collection scheme in Bow, Yeoford and Cherition Bishop?

A. The garden waste trial scheme will continue until the wheeled bin collections are introduced later this year.  

Q. Can I have another recycling box?

A. Yes.  An extra recycling box is available at no charge by contacting Mid Devon Community Recycling (tel 01392 882388 or e-mail info@mdcrl.org) or the Operations Service.  Extra recyclable material can also be placed in carrier bags next to the box – the bags will be recycled as well.

Q. I live in a rural area and I pay a high council tax – why won’t I get a get a recycling collection?

A. Mid Devon Community Recycling’s fleet of collection lorries only has sufficient capacity to service 24,500 households.  It is our aim to extend the service to more properties but this will require extra funding to run more lorries.

MDDC has a difficult choice:  do we try to be more popular by offering everyone the same service, or do we concentrate on collecting more materials from the 80% of households already on the collection scheme? We believe that introducing organic waste collections to 80% of households will have a greater environmental benefit than extending the existing service.  However, we are committed to extending the recycling service to all households by 2010 at the latest.

Q. What will the composted waste be used for?

A. These are some of the potential end uses:

     Soil conditioner. Agriculture – spread on land. Horticulture – Land
     Restoration.  Soil substitute – combating soil erosion.
The first two uses are dependant on achieving certification from the State Veterinary Service.   

Q. Will the public be able to use this compost themselves?

 A. Once the composting plant is up and running and the quality of the compost has been established, we will consider making the compost available to the public.  

Q. Why don’t you concentrate on recycling plastic instead of organic waste?

A. Plastic is an expensive material to recycle.  Plastic bottles make up about 10% of Mid Devon’s household waste by weight, but to recycle them could add more than 25% to our recycling budget.  For the time being it is better to concentrate additional spending on composting organic waste, which makes up 30% of household rubbish.  When the new collection scheme is introduced, Mid Devon Community Recycling will add plastic milk bottles only to the range of materials they collect, on a trial basis.  This could eventually be extended to include all plastic bottles if it can be achieved cost-effectively.

Q. Why collect food and garden waste for composting?  It breaks down in landfill sites anyway.

A. In landfill conditions, food and garden waste releases methane gas and leachate as it rots down and it is difficult to capture all of these pollutants.  Aerobic composting in a sealed plant avoids this pollution.  Local authorities have been given targets to reduce the amount of biodegradable municipal waste being dumped in landfill.                      Simon Hill, Recycling Officer, M.D.D.C.
You can rely on people with whom children and dogs make friends.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

On Saturday 4th June, a few group members braved the occasional shower to begin our Graveyard Project, aimed at recording the inscriptions and details of headstones in St Mary’s churchyard.  While some progress was made, it proved to be a larger job than expected and further visits will have to be made to complete the task.  Already, the results seem interesting as, although the oldest grave inscription dates from 1586, the vast majority are from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. That leaves several hundred years worth of parishioners, whose graves are not recorded, including pits that were dug for plague victims in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 

Willand in 1939:  The most recent directory entry (Kelly’s) we have for Willand 

is for the year 1939. These directories were the precursors of ‘phone books or Yellow Pages and they gave a brief introduction to each parish and list the most significant ‘private residents’ and those with a ‘commercial’ interest.  For that year, it gives us a basic description of the parish, informing us that ‘electricity was available’ and that ‘a cattle auction is held on the third Wednesday in the month at Tiverton Junction’ (this market has recently been redeveloped).

The population in 1939 was 566, as calculated from the 1931 census and the names of fourteen private residents are recorded, who were principally those who lived in the larger houses around the parish.  Among them are Rev. William Andrews, rector of St. Mary’s, Mrs Tracey, widow of Dr. Tracey who died in 1911 , who was still living at The Gables, Mrs E.J. Wenham at Harpitt, Leonard Vickery at The Laurels and Mrs Chichester at Verbeer, who was a relative of the well known county family of that name.  There were also two ex-military men, Major Frank Macdonald at ‘The Cottage’ and Major William Snell at Townlands (this impressive house has long since made way for the Townlands estate).

There are also 33 commercial entries for Willand, which give an interesting portrait of the village at the outbreak of the Second World War. The traditional agricultural background of the parish is represented by the ten farmers listed, among whom were Reginald Rowe, Phillip Rowe of Jaycroft, William Broom of Western Burnrew, Mrs S.A. Maunder of Coombe Farm, Charles Baker of Redgate and Maurice Bright at Weir Mill Farm.  There were also a few of the traditional trades remaining in Willand, namely William Clist the blacksmith, who’s smithy was located where the Halfway House car park now is, and Walter Bradbeer and Albert Chick & Son, both of whom were builders.  The Chick family had been builders in the parish since at least the 1840’s.

It is clear that a significant industrial settlement was well established around Tiverton Junction by 1939.  Most recognisable to us now is the ‘wholesale meat’ company, Lloyd Maunder and also the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy, whose premises are now the skins company on the Halberton Road.  There are also the lesser known companies, ‘corn merchants George Small & Sons Ltd. And the ‘bacon curers’ C. & T. Harris Ltd that operated from Tiverton Junction. Also at the railway station was the Railway Hotel (later destroyed to make way for the M5 motorway) which was run by Leonard Vicary and also shopkeeper Mrs Mary Jane Bickham (was her shop later Salter’s Stores?).  There are two other shopkeepers mentioned, one being Frank Bennett, whose shop was on what has become known as Bennett’s Corner, next to the One Stop and the other was grocer Beatrice Mitchell, who ran the Post Office.  Then there was the Halfway Inn, whose landlord was then Charles Clifton and Willand Café, which was run by Mrs S.A. Maunder (where was this??).  The growth of motor traffic had also had an influence, as the Culm Vale Filling Station, owned by G. Allen Caws was recorded and also Frank Prizeman, a ‘motor engineer’.

Finally, a number of professional gentlemen were included in the list. Frank Fortescue Laidlaw was the ‘physician and surgeon’, who held surgeries on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 12.00 noon to 1.00pm. Then there was William Thorne, auctioneer and clerk to the Parish Council who lived at Manor House, the journalist Albert Jarrett, an insurance agent S. G. Potter of Ivy Cottage and Oswald F. Rous, a ‘turf commission agent’.

Has this jogged any memories? Do you know of any business or people who are not mentioned? It would be great to have more information or even photos (that can be copied and returned) on any of the people, places or businesses described above, so please feel free to contact the History Group on 01884 250057. Any help would be greatly appreciated.                                                James Morrison
To change and to improve are two different things.

OVER 60’s CLUB

Our May meeting was very well attended and our speaker, Mr G. Green, gave us a very amusing talk, with slides, about the 40’s and 50’s.  These brought back very many memories for us all.  The guest speaker for June will be Mr Alan French, with many of his summer bedding plants and shrubs which will be available to buy during the meeting.

Our Coffee Morning in April was well attended and we would like to thank everybody who attended or gave items for our stalls.

A very enjoyable time was had by all who came to our first outing of the year, which was to Endsleigh Garden Centre and Buckfast Abbey. The weather – apart from being very windy – was very kind to us and we now look forward to June 20th, when we are going to Mevagissy. 

On July 25th, we visit The House of Marbles for coffee and a look around and also Dartmouth. On August 22nd we visit Atlantic Village for more coffee and then on to Ilfracombe.  Departure times are as stated in the ‘Willand Diary’ – let’s hope the weather brightens up for us.                                       Margaret Atherton
If winning wasn’t important, they wouldn’t have scoreboards.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
The summer term continues at pace. In our bid to be healthy, the School is now
 running a healthy tuck-shop every break time organised by Year 6 pupils.  In it we sell milk, bananas and apples.  We have two teams running it.  They take it in turns and switch around every week. The team also makes decisions about how much stock to order. They have a classroom assistant with them but only to supervise them.  There are four pupils running each team.  One hands out milk, one hands out fruit, one takes the money and one does tallying to show how much milk and fruit we have sold to keep a record of sales.  Everything we sell is only twenty pence!

Sport has once again featured heavily in this busy term. On May the 18th Willand School entered a TAG Rugby tournament. It was a great success! We got into the quarterfinals and played very well throughout the day, but unfortunately narrowly lost 8-7 to Two Moors School from Tiverton. Also not one but TWO people were picked to play for Mid Devon in the Devon Youth Games. The team has done very well this year, really building on last year’s first year. We hope for great things next season.

Recently we have also had a football and netball tournament at Culm Valley Sports Centre. The netball team found it hard to play against the six teams due to the bad weather. The teams were Hemyock, Uffculme, Kentisbeare, Culmstock, St Andrews and Willowbank. It was heavily raining and freezing cold which made it hard to throw and catch the ball.. We hope it will be better weather next time.

The footballers also suffered from the weather conditions. In their group they played four games against other large schools in Mid Devon. The team played well but unfortunately lost due to a couple of goals scored in the last few moments of each game. The final few games of the season saw them really find their form as a team and had some significant wins.

This summer holiday, Uffculme School have invited ‘gifted and talented’ children from Yr6 to their summer school. The aim of the summer school is to challenge pupils to enhance their creative skills and increase their knowledge of other cultures. It is an exciting programme of Japanese creativity and expressive arts activities to challenge the children. This will take place on the 25th to the 29th of July 2005.  The activities include: Taiko drumming, clay pottery, pattern and space, language and culture awareness, reduction reaction, the Japanese number system, creative writing, hands on multimedia and Japanese cuisine. At 2.30 on Friday 29th July, there will be pupil presentations where pupils can show what they have learnt. 

The Willand School play, ‘The Seven Sided Dice’ will be held in Willand School on 13th and 14th July. The dress rehearsal will be held on 12th July and once again any Senior Citizens who would like to attend are very welcome to come and support us by providing an audience.

Pupils of Year 6
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

Wimbledon has just finished and I hope this will have inspired a few more enthusiasts to start playing tennis again! A Racket Play Test, organised by Tony Pryce Sports and Open Evening to welcome adult New Members is being held on Monday 11th July from 6.30pm. Anyone interested in tennis – please come along and find out about the Club.  This is an LTA Play Tennis event.

The floodlighting work has started on the third court as I write this article and should be finished by the time you read it. We are all looking forward to using this court during the darker evenings, which start again during August.

Our application for a grant to build a fourth court and car parking has been turned down by the Foundation for Sports and the Arts and we approached Uffculme Environmental Ltd to increase their offer of £10,000 but unfortunately they have just given out two very large amounts of money to the Magelake All-weather Surface Project and to Ashill Village Hall, so are unable to help at the moment.  We will re-apply in six months time.  If anyone would like to give a private donation towards the fourth court project, funds would be very welcome. The project of a new tennis court plus extra parking will cost in excess of £38,000.

The tennis courts are open for Public Hire and the keys, rackets and balls can be obtained from John Morrison, who lives at Driftwood, Gables Road, opposite the tennis courts. His telephone number is 01884 32331.                           Rita Parish
All the world loves a lover, unless they’re in a telephone kiosk.

WILLAND PARISH PLAN UPDATE

Back in March every household in Willand had the opportunity to complete the Parish Plan questionnaire 2005 and some 653 households filled in their questionnaires which were collected by a number of volunteers. Since then members of the Parish Plan Steering Group have been inputting the questionnaire data into a database. This stage is nearly complete and shortly the data will be analysed by a Social Scientist. During the summer months it is planned to put together the Parish Plan based on the results of the survey, ready for a launch of the Plan later in November. Thank you to all who gave their time to complete their questionnaire.                                                                                Sue Turner
We all find time to do what we really want to do.
ABBOTSHOOD CYCLE HIRE   -  

Last year, we were approached by the Head Ranger of the Grand Western Canal and a local parish councillor to save a local amenity. Tiverton Parkway Cycle Hire was sadly no longer a going concern and they felt it would be a shame just to let it disappear!  As Abbotshood Farm is just a mere 50 metres from the canal at Greenway Bridge, it makes an ideal home for such an enterprise.  So we took it on and a year on we have up to 30 bikes to hire, ranging from adult bikes to child seats and most shapes in between.  Those who have already been to visit know that there are endless choices open for you to enjoy a day or even an evening of pleasurable cycling, either along the canal or the local lanes, or a quick visit to one of the local pubs on route for a drink and something to eat.  Have you got family visiting and are short of a couple of bikes? No problem. Do you need a bike or two for a few days or more? No problem – there is even a discount for any long hire period.  Want to start from home but got no bike rack?  No problem – we will deliver and collect free of charge.  Want to start from somewhere different for a change?  No problem.  Are you running a holiday camp for kids and would like to take groups cycling?  No problem – this is a bit of a speciality!!  Run a local business and want a group activity for the staff?  -  I could go on and on but we are infinitely flexible and take much pleasure from the enjoyment visitors from near and far have in suddenly finding such a lovely area to explore that many do not realise exists.  As we run the business from home we foolishly say we are open all year round, from dawn ‘til dusk!! And yes, that does include Christmas Day  -  if you can still move.

We look forward to meeting more of you as time goes by and thank you for taking the time to read this short piece.                              Nigel and Jo Cuthbert 
Abbotshood Farm,  Greenway,  Halberton,  Tiverton,  EX16 7AE  01884 820728,  

I have not failed. I have just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

There were no members of the public present at the Annual General Meeting at the end of May, so the trustees assumed no-one had any complaints!! Mr Brian Thomas was re-elected as Chairman, Mr Tony Wills Secretary and Mrs Carol Allan Treasurer. Organisation reps remain as last year, except for CAMEO – now Mrs Christine Chapman, the Football Club – new rep to be appointed, and a new Parish Council rep Mr Nigel Crawford. Elected members are Mrs Mary Williams, Mrs Shirley Hebdon and Mr John Crocker.

The monthly whist drives are continuing to bring in much needed funds for the Hall - thanks to Mary Isaac and her helpers for making them so successful. Please support them when you see them advertised. This year the dates are a bit muddled as we had some prior bookings, but in 2006 they should all be on the fourth Monday of the month (except December, when it will be the third Monday).

We still have five table tennis tables, nets, bats and balls in the Hall. If anyone is interested in starting up the Club again, or even in just hiring the tables for an hour or two, please contact Tony Wills, our Secretary, on 34782.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We were all very sad to hear of the death of Kit Davis, one of our longstanding members from Cullompton. Kit died suddenly at her home on 20th May and the Club members extend their condolences to her husband, Peter, and her family. Kit was a very active member of the Garden Club and her participation in our activities will be sadly missed.

At our May meeting, we were treated to a talk on water gardening, accompanied by some lovely slides. Our monthly flower competition is becoming increasingly popular, with nearly a dozen entries now at each meeting. There were plenty of plants for sale at our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning at the end of May. It was very well attended – thank you to all those who came along.

For our annual Club outing, we are visiting Hestercombe Gardens once again. We went there several years ago, but there have been a number of improvements since then. We will have lunch at a garden centre beforehand.

Preparations are well in hand for our Annual Flower Show on Saturday, 13th August. (An entry form is elsewhere in this magazine).  If you require a full schedule, with the list of cups, please contact Mrs Allan on 33828. All entries are free of charge, so do have a go! Entries need to be staged on the Saturday morning between 8.30 and 10.45 and judging starts at 11.00. Entry to the public starts at 2.30. Photographs need to be delivered to Mrs Kirk, Jaycroft House, Jaycroft or Mr Carlson, Little Gables, Gables Road before Thursday, 4th August. 

Our July meeting topic is Plant Association and Colour Coordination and will be on 13th July at 7.30 p.m. Visitors are welcome.                         Carol Allan 33828
Learn from the mistakes of others.  You can’t possibly 

live long enough to make them all yourself.
AND FINALLY

I have been asked to mention that our local Police have been handed a very special Mountain Bike which was found, apparently abandoned, in Willand. At the time of going to press, no-one has come forward to claim it. If you think it might be yours, or you know who it might belong to, please form a queue at the reception desk at the Police Station in Cullompton.

WILLAND DIARY
July
Saturday            2nd              Cancer Research Coffee Morning  W.V.H.,        10.15am

Tuesday             5th 
Willand Rovers Bingo,                   W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday
7th         Methodist Church Coffee Morning                      10.00am
Thursday           7th         CAMEO                                         W.V.H.            7.00pm

Friday                8th         Pre-School 40th Anniversary Family Night.          6.00pm

Monday           11th         Willand Tennis Club Open Evening                      6.30pm      

Tuesday           12th 
British Legion Bingo                      W.V.H.           7.30pm

Wednesday      13th 
Garden Club                                   W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday          14th        Over 60’s Club,                              W.V.H.,           2.15pm

Tuesday           19th
Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.            7.30pm  

Thursday          21st        St Mary’s Guild Coffee Morning, Church Hall,   10.15am

Monday            25th        Over 60’s Club Outing  -               W.V.H.,           9.45am
Monday            25th
Village Hall Whist Drive               W.V.H.            7.45pm

August
Monday             1st
Culm District Flower Club            W.V.H.            2.15pm

Tuesday             2nd
Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.            7.30pm

Thursday            4th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                      10.00am

Thursday            4th        CAMEO                                         W.V.H.            7.00pm

Tuesday             9th
British Legion Bingo                     W.V.H.            7.30pm

Thursday          11th       Over 60’s Club                               W.V.H.             2.15pm

Thursday 11th CUT OFF FOR INPUT TO THE SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE
Saturday          13th 
Willand Garden Club Annual Flower Show 

Tuesday           16th
Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.            7.30pm

Monday            22nd       Over 60’s Club Outing  -               W.V.H.,            9.45am
Monday            22nd
Village Hall Whist Drive               W.V.H.            7.45pm

September
Thursday            1st        Methodist Church Coffee Morning                       10.00am
Thursday            1st        CAMEO                                         W.V.H.            7.00pm

Monday              5th
Culm District Flower Club            W.V.H.            2.15pm

Oxymorons:     Open secret;    Found missing;   Same difference;   Act naturally;  

                         Pretty ugly;     Sweet sorrow.

It’s easy to do anything in victory – it’s in defeat 

that a person reveals themselves.
WILLAND FLOWER SHOW

ENTRY FORM
Insert Class Numbers ONLY and please follow order of the Schedule.

	Class No.
	Class No.
	Class No.
	Class No.
	Class No.
	Class No.



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


I hereby agree to enter Exhibits as above, subject to the Rules and conditions printed in the Schedule.

    Name:…………………………………………………………………………….

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone number……………………….

PLEASE NOTE

If you would like details of the schedule / classes, please contact 

Carol Allan on 01884 33828. 
